
Natural History Reading List for 
Cordell Bank and Gulf of the Farallones 

National Marine Sanctuaries

Books and Resources 

Cordell Bank
Schmieder, R. W. Ecology of an Underwater Island. 1991. Cordell Expeditions, 
Walnut Creek, CA. ISBN: 0-9626013-0-6

Seabirds

Ainley, D. and R.J. Boeklheide. 1990. Seabirds of the Farallon Islands: Ecology, 
Dynamics, and Structure of an Upwelling-System Community. Stanford 
University Press. ISBN 0804715300.

Ehrlich, P.R., D.S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1988. The Birder’s Handbook. A Field Guide 
to the Natural History of North American Birds. Simon & Schuster Inc. ISBN 
0671659898.

Haley, D. Editor. 1984. Seabirds of Eastern North Pacific and Arctic Waters. 
Pacific Search Press. ISBN 091471886X

Harrison, P. 1991. Seabirds: An Identification Guide. Houghtn Mifflin Company. 
ISBN 0395332532.

Lars Löfgren. 1984. Ocean Birds. Knopf, NY. ISBN 0-394-53101-9

National Audubon Sociey. 2001. The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior. 
Illustrated by D.A. Sibley; Edited by C. Elphick, J.B. Dunning, Jr., D. A. Sibley.
Knopf, NY
ISBN 0-679-45123-4

National Audubon Society. 2000. Sibley, D.A. Author & Illustrator. The Sibley 
Guide to Birds. Knopf NY. ISBN 0-679-45122-6

National Geographic Society.  Field Guide to the Birds of North America. Fifth 
Edition.
ISBN-10: 0792253140  ISBN-13: 978-0792253143

Safina, C. 2002. Eye of the Albatross. Henry Holt & Company, Inc. ISBN 0805062289.
Sibley, D.A. 2003. The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America. First 
Edition. Knopf, NY. ISBN 0-679-45121-8

Sibley, D.A. 2002. Sibley’s Birding Basics. Knopf. ISBN 0375709665.

Stallcup, R. 1990. Ocean Birds of the Nearshore Pacific: A Guide for the Sea-going 
Naturalist. Point Reyes Bird Observatory. ISBN 0962591807.



Seabirds continued: 

Peterson, R.T. Peterson Field Guides: Western Birds. 1990. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
New York, NY. ISBN: 0395911745

Ainley, D.G. et al. Beached Marine Birds and Mammals of the North American 
Coast. 1994. U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

Webb. S. Looking for Seabirds, Journal from an Alaskan Voyage. 2004. Houghton 
Mifflin Co. New York, NY ISBN: 0-618-21235-3 (children’s book)

Marine Mammals

Berta, A., J.L. Sumich. 1999. Marine Mammals: Evolutionary Biology. Academic Press, 
San Francisco. ISBN 0-12-093225-3

Kreitman, R.C. and M. J. Schramm. West Coast Whale Watching: The Complete 
Guide to Observing Marine Mammals. 1995. HarperCollins, New York, NY. 

Leatherwood, S. and R. R.Reeves. The Sierra Club Handbook of Whales and Dol-
phins. 1983. Sierra Club Handbooks, San Francisco, CA. 

National Audubon Society. 2002. Illustrated by Folkens, P., Written by R.R. Reeves, 
B.S. Stewart, P.J. Clapham, J.A. Powell.  Guide to Marine Mammals of the World. 
Knopf, NY. ISBN 0-375-41141-0

Reeves, R. R., B. S. Stewart, and S. Leatherwood. The Sierra Club Handbook of Seals 
and Sirenians. 1992. Sierra Club Books, San Francisco, CA. 

Riedman, M. The Pinnipeds: Seals, Sea Lions, and Walruses. 1990. University of Cali-
fornia Press, Berkeley, CA.

Reeves R.R, P.A Folkens. National Audubon Society Guide to Marine Mammals of 
the World.  2002. Chanticleer Press, New York ISBN: 0-375-41141-0

Shirihai, H., B. Jarrett. 2006. Whales, Dolphins, and Other Marine Mammals of the 
World. Princeton Field Guides. Princeton and Oxford. ISBN-13:978-0-691-12757-6

Sea Turtles

Safina, C. 2006 Voyage of the Turtle. Henry Hold& Co. New York, NY. ISBN: 
0805078916



General:

Farallon Islands/Cultural History/Natural History
White, P. The Farallon Islands: Sentinels of the Golden Gate. 1995. Scottwall 
Associates, San Francisco, CA. 

Whitt, M. Logbook of the Farallones. 1998. La Ventana Press, Inverness, CA. 

Evans J. G. The Natural History of the Point Reyes Peninsula. 1988. Point Reyes 
National Seashore Association Point Reyes, CA. 

Fox, W. T. At the Sea’s Edge: An Introduction to Coastal Oceanography for 
the Amateur Naturalist. 1983. Prentice Hall Press, New York, NY. 

Natural History of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. 1997. 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation. ISBN: 1-878244-11-6

Morrison, T. The Coast Mappers. 2004. Houghton Mifflin Co. , New York, NY. 
ISBN: 0-618-25408-0 

Fish
Love, R. M. Probably More than You Want to Know about the Fishes of the Pa-
cific Coast. 1991. Really Big Press, Santa Barbara, CA. ISBN: 0-9628725-4-7

Geology
Collier, M. A Land in Motion. 1999. University of California Press, Berkeley 
and Los Angeles, CA

Websites

Sanctuary Websites

Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary… cordellbank.noaa.gov
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary….farallones.noaa.gov
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary……montereybay.noaa.gov
National Marine Sanctuary System….. sanctuaries.noaa.gov
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration...... www.noaa.gov
Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association…… farallones.org

Local Organizations
Point Reyes Bird Observatory ... www.prbo.org
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge which includes 
the Farallon Islands. . .   http://desfbay.fws.gov
Golden Gate Raptor Observatory . . . www.ggro.org
Point Reyes National Seashore Association…..www.ptreyes.org
Sounds and Images of Seabirds
Seabird Island CD . . . http://www.naturesound.com/nsas/seabird.html
The Pacific Seabird Group. . .http://www.pacificseabirdgroup.org/gallery.html
Seabird Skulls . . . http://www.soldaat.com/edward/seabirds_skulls/index.htm
Oikonos Ecosystem Knowledge…. Oikonos.org



Marine Conservation Sites
Ocean Conservancy . . . www.oceanconservancy.org
NOAA Environmental Information . . . www.esdim.noaa.gov
Marine Organizations and Institutions... www-marine.stanford.edu/HM-
Sweb/organizations.html
Year of the Ocean . . . www.yoto98.noaa.gov
Sea Web . . . www.seaweb.org

Marine Fish Conservation Network . . . www.conservefish.org
Monterey Bay Aquarium . . . montereybayaquarium.org
California Resources Agency . . . ceres.ca.gov/CRA/index.html
Marine Conservation Biology Institute . . . www.mcbi.org

Oceanographic Sites: Real-time data off central California
National Data Buoy Center . . . http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/Maps/Southwest.
shtml
Bodega buoy #46013 and the San Francisco Bay buoy #46026
Coastal Data Information Program . . . http://cdip.ucsd.edu/
Pacific Fisheries Environmental Laboratory upwelling index . . .
http://www.pfeg.noaa.gov/products/products.html
NOAA’s Coast Watch upwelling data . . . http://cwatchwc.ucsd.edu/cgi-bin/el-
nino.cgi

Plankton Websites
Red Tides . . . http://www.marinelab.sarasota.fl.us/~mhenry/WREDTIDE.phtml
Dinoflagellates  http://www.geo.ucalgary.ca/~macrae/palynology/dinofla-
gellates/dinoflagellates.html
Bioluminescence  http://lifesci.ucsb.edu/~biolum/
Microbial Oceanography . . . http://www.mbari.org/microbial/
Krill . . . http://www.ios.bc.ca/ios/plankton/~romaine/krillinf.htm

Sea Turtles Websites
Leatherbacks: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/turtles/leatherback.htm
Sea Turtle Restoration Project: http://www.seaturtles.org/

Marine Mammal Websites

The Marine Mammal Center…… www.marinemammalcenter.org
NOAA Fisheries….. http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/mammals
Cetacean Surveys… http://swfsc.noaa.gov/textblock.aspx?Division=PRD&Pare

Seabird Websites 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service / Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge: http://
www.fws.gov/midway/wildlife/birds.html
The Audubon Society . . . www.audubon.org
Oiled Wildlife Care Network . . . www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/owcn
Ocean Wanders . . . http://www.oceanwanderers.com



Seabird Websites continued: 

The Bird Source … www.birdsource.org
US Fish and Wildlife Shorebirds...http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/shrbird/shr-
bird.html
The American Ornithologists Union Bird Checklist . . .www.aou.org/aou/
birdlist.html
BirdLife International Seabird Conservation Program. . .      
 www.uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/seabirds/index.htm
Birdnet . . . http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/
Seabirds in Alaska. . .http://www.absc.usgs.gov/research/seabird_foragefish/
index.html

Tracking Pacific Animals (whales, fishes, turtles, seabirds, squid): 

Tagging of Pacific Predators (TOPPS) one of 17 projects of the Census of Ma-
rine Life http://topp.org/

Selected Conservation Issues
Disposal Issues of the Farallones Region . . . walrus.wr.usgs.gov/farallon
Plastics in the ocean… http://www.algalita.org/; http://marinedebris.noaa.
gov/
Ocean Issues/global http://www.motherjones.com/news/featurex/2006/03/
oceans_index.html
Mercury…. http://www.gotmercury.org/
Seafood Watch…. http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/SeafoodWatch.asp 

Images/Photobanks
Central CA images….. http://www.mbnms-simon.org/other/photos/
Birds…. http://www.mangoverde.com/
NOAA photo library….. http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/
Sanctuary Simon.... Http://sanctuarysimon.gov
National Marine Sanctuaries....Http://marinelife.noaa.gov

Resources for teachers:
Tracking Ocean Animals…. www.signalsofspring.net/aces
The Albatross Project ….www.wfu.edu/albatross
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Activities: cordellbank.noaa.gov
Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association Activities: www.farallones.org
National Marine Sanctuaries.....www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/education

       Updated 02/09




