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Why is NMFS interested in
Hydrokinetics?

• West coast wave energy gold rush
– Lots of projects, lots of water

• NOAA resources and authorities implicated
– MMPA, MSFCMA, ESA, FPA, NMSA, FWCA

• What is a preliminary permit?
• First west coast license issued



Makah Bay Wave Energy Project
Conditional License (P-12751)

• What is a conditional license?
– Has eligibility requirements
– Available quickly
– 5 year term with option for more.
– Allows connection to grid
– No environmental review necessary
– Does not allow construction



Makah Bay Wave Energy Project
(P-12751)

1 MW

AquaBuoys

Water depth 150 ft

Hose pumps

Transmission line

Dimensions

Mooring design



Makah Bay Wave Energy Project
(P-12751)



Makah Bay Wave Energy Project

• NOAA FPA 4(e) terms and conditions included
– Seafloor and eelgrass studies
– Design review
– Site inspections
– Antifouling compound study & plan
– Noise study & plan
– Electromagnetic field study & plan
– Marine mammal entanglement and collision plan
– Bond and Decommissioning Plan



Makah Bay Wave Project Status
• Makah, WDE, WDNR request rehearing

– CZMA, CWA, ESA consistency not complete
– OCNMS not a “reservation”

• FERC determination
– No violation
– Sanctuary not a reservation, so 4e’s don’t apply
– Adopted all but 2 NOAA “recommendations” under FPA 10(a)
– Future collaboration on authorities

• NOAA OGC 3/21/08
– File for another rehearing
– Continue to assert 4e authority for SCWA project



Sonoma Coast
Hydrokinetic Energy Project

(P-13076)
• The Sonoma Coast to 12 miles
• 2-5MW, then 500-1000MW?
• Multiple technologies
• SCWA

– Completely transparent process
– Stakeholder group

• FERC is handling for now
• Draft proposed rulemaking for OCS





Where to Get Information

• Cordel Stillman at SCWA
    (707) 547-1953 or cordel@scwa.ca.gov
• Stephen Bowler at FERC
    (202) 502-6861 or stephen.bowler@ferc.gov
• Maurice Hill at MMS
    (805) 389-7815 or maurice.hill@mms.gov
• www.ferc.gov  (register, subscribe)







What is NMFS FERC Team Doing?

• Tracking Projects
• Intervention
• Providing input to development of licenses

– Stakeholder groups
• OPC information gap analysis
• Information/webpage development
• Coordination needed



Pelamus WECs


